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Paulo Ramirez: Two Million safe driving miles
He credits military
training for much of
his driving success
Paulo Ramirez is a driver
who believes that his training and
experience in the military has a
lot to do with his success as a
professional driver.
That success includes driving
more than two million miles without a preventable accident.
“Paulo joins a small but growing group of PCA and BCT drivers who have reached impressive safety milestones,” said
Randy Bailey, Manager of Driver
Services and Safety.

Two Million Mile Driver Paulo Ramirez is flanked by DeRidder Terminal Manager Steven Crain and Load Planner Cory Collins.

Inside Boise Express

”Driving success comes from
what you put into it and the
perspective you have. You
can’t start with a bad attitude...that’s a distraction. In
the military you learn to adjust your attitude and get the
job done.”

-Paulo Ramirez

“He didn’t doing it by being
lucky,” Bailey said. “He did it by
always knowing what’s going on
around him, preparing for what
could happen and being certain
his equipment was safe.”
Ramirez started driving with
the company out of DeRidder in
2004 and joined the Million Mile
(Continued on page 4)
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Welcome to new and returning
drivers who have joined the ranks
of BCT, Inc. and Boise Trucking
Operations during the past month.
Cirilo Castaneda of Sunnyside April 5
Washington as a new Centerline Driver for
Richland.
James Bennett of Salem, Oregon April
9 as a new Company Driver for Salem.
Mark Barriger of Columbus, Indiana
April 9 as a new Company Driver for
Columbus.

Craig Harrelson of Lott, Texas April 16
as a new Owner-Operator out of DeRidder.
Steven Cooper of Waco, Texas April
28 as a new Company Driver for Waco.
Karen Piedra of Salem, Oregon April
30 as a new Company Driver for Salem.

Earn extra cash!

Robert Cox of Jonesboro, Texas April
12 as a new Company Driver for Waco.

Check out our Driver-to-Driver bonus
program for current drivers who help us
connect with future drivers. Page 11.

Keith Huckaby of Toluca Lake,
California April 12 as a new Staffmark
Driver for Commerce.

If you’re an Owner-Operator who knows
a driver who would be a good ‘fit’ for

BCT ...

Terrell Hicks of Loganville, Georgia
April 15 as a new Owner-Operator out of
Jackson.

Call 1-800-544-5989, Opt. 5.

Are you carrying all of the required
documents to meet federal regulations?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medical card
CDL
Truck registration
Insurance certification
Federal annual inspection
IFTA permit

•
•
•
•

Interchange agreement (company
trucks)
Copy of contract (Owners)
Trailer registration
Required oversize permits depending
on operation

These must be up-to-date and complete to avoid violations and/or citations
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Ten deadliest driving days coming

Focus slipped on driving safely; Service was ‘flawless’
Safety
We let our guard down and
let distractions get the best of us
in April. BCT accident frequency
rate (AFR) rose to 2.45 preventable accidents per million miles
traveled compared to 0.59 in
March.
We logged 1.63 million miles
and recorded four preventable
accidents, three of which involved striking fixed objects and
one included a situation where
we failed to lock in trailer tandems before hitting the highway.
Fortunately, all four accidents
were non-injury, low impact and
nominal cost. Year-to-date our
AFR is a respectable 1.48.
If you have not done so already, please take the time to
complete our second quarter ProTread on line training series module, “Driver Distractions”. Good
timing for revisiting this topic given April vehicular safety performance.
The “100 deadliest days” to
be on the road are almost upon
us. Beginning Memorial Day, Ten
people are projected to die daily
from a crash involving a teen
driver….16 percent higher than
the rest of the year. According to
the AAA study, 60 percent of

these crashes are caused by distracted driving (texting or talking
on cell, talking or attending to
passenger or looking for something inside of the vehicle).
One third of all teen crashes
occur at intersections. Talk to
your children or grandchildren
about the increased hazards of
summer driving.

During deadliest days…

‘Ten people are expected

to die daily from a crash
involving a teen driver …
mostly caused by distracted driving.’

Service
It’s been awhile since we
posted a flawless on time delivery performance for BWP customers, but we did it in April.
A total of 294 BWP loads
were delivered on time. Hat’s off
to our Commerce, CA and Allentown, PA dedicated fleets, our
Jackson, AL owners and Black
Oak logistics (Jann Manifesto) for
their combined efforts that produced this noteworthy accomplishment.

On the brown side, we met

OTD Performance BCT vs. Competition
All WP Customers OTD/
Day

Office MaxOTD/Day

WB MasonOTD/Day

BCT, Inc.

100.00%

100.00%

100.00%

Core Carriers/3PL

97.80%

97.90%

97.70%

Target

97.29%

97.5%

97.5%

our daily commitments for DR rollstock into Central
Texas Corrugated
in addition to keeping JA rollstock
moving into PCA
Plano, PCA Honea
Path and PCA East Dan Bernert
Point as needed.
BCT GM
On the west side, we took
good care of Salem, Richland,
Burley and Nampa plants. We
appreciate all our valued drivers,
planners and mechanics whose
efforts enable BCT to uphold our
“carrier of choice” reputation.

Other:
Congratulations to Salem and
Waco dedicated fleets as their
drivers dominated the top five in
terms of MPG for the month of
April.
#1 Dan Bier/Salem/8.7
#2 Terry Blair/Salem/8.6
#3 Chris Holister/Waco/8.5
#4 Mark Stevens/Salem/8.5
#5 Randy Williams/Waco/8.4
#5 Ryan Holmes/Salem/8.4
As expected, spotting trucks
took top three slots in excessive
idling and our two Houston dedicated trucks rounded out top 5
idlers.
Diesel fuel will continue to be
a significant operating expense
for the foreseeable future (next
four years). MPG/Idling data is at
our fingertips. We all need to stay
on top of it and call out good driving habits as well as bad.
Be safe, stay healthy and be
proud of your accomplishments.
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“Every day is different
and you learn something new every day.”
(Continued from page 1)

Club in 2012.
“If I didn’t enjoy this job I
wouldn’t be doing it,” Ramirez
said who added that he has appreciated the support of coworkers and management. “It’s
like a family,” he said.
Ramirez was in the Army for
ten years starting with Basic
Training at Fort Benning, Georgia when he was 18. He travelled
around the states and the world
as a member of the Second
Ranger Battalion.
As a Master Parachutist, he
completed 84 jumps into such
places as Sudan, Egypt and Belgium and many other countries.
His jobs included Jump Master and Ranger Instructor. After
ten years, he separated from the
military and started planning a
career.
As a youngster, he rode
around with his uncle in a cement truck but it was the encouragement of his truck-driving father-in-law that set Ramirez on a
truck driving career. He attended
a driving school in Federal Way
Washington and had a number of
different driving experiences. He
landed a job pulling flatbeds that
lasted more than nine years before he hooked up with BCT.

Paulo Ramirez
distraction. In the military you
learn to adjust your attitude and
get the job done.
It has been a pleasure working with Paulo for the past several
years as his Load Planner.
He is always willing to step up
and help out anyway he can. He
is a driver that takes Pride in his
Job and equipment making sure
everything is in top shape. Congratulations on Two Million Miles
Paulo.
Also with his dry sense of humor he has been a delight to work
with.
-Cory Collins
Load Planner

Ramirez listed several military lessons that have transferred to his driving. Here are just
a few:

-”Attention to detail was critical in the service...check your
equipment and take care of your
equipment.

-”Driving success comes from
what you put into it and the perspective you have. You can’t
start with a bad attitude...that’s a

-”When you’re tired, that’s
when you need to be most careful.
-”Every day is different and

you’re going to learn something
every day.
-”You have to learn your
body...you have to learn how to
sleep and have the discipline to
rest.”
Ramirez said the last million
miles has been different than the
first. He said that his work now
is mostly in support of CTC in
Waco. His schedule is pretty
much set with only occasional
adjustments. He works 14 hours
daily Monday through Friday
and spends 2-4 nights in his
sleeper.
He and his wife Paula have
been married for three years and
their blended family includes six
daughters, one son and 18
grandchildren.
Ramirez was honored at the
DeRidder Terminal and received
a plaque noting his two million
mile achievement, a commemorative watch and a cash award.
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Escamilla moves to service manager position in Wallula
Please joining me in welcoming Frank Escamilla as the new
Service Manager in Wallula.
Frank has been working as a
mechanic in the Wallula shop
since 2016. In that capacity,
Frank’s work ethic and job performance earned him a great
reputation with his coworkers
and the entire Trucking team.
Born in Corcoran, CA, Frank
and his younger sister moved to
Pasco with his parents in the
early 1980’s before settling in
Chelan, WA where he attended
high school. From there he
spent two years at the Tongue
Point Job Corps Center in Astoria, OR. It was there that he became a certified welder and
turned that in to a career beginning at a wine tank manufacturer
in Pasco in the late 1990’s.

“Frank loves to cook and
his warmed-up leftovers
leave the shop breakroom
smelling like a five-star
restaurant on a regular
basis. “
While there, Frank married
and had two children – Joseph
and Marina who are now in their
mid-20’s. With a family, the lure
of health and retirement benefits
eventually spurred Frank to
move to CHS Transport.
CHS places a great deal of
responsibility on their fabrication

Wallula Service Manager Frank Escamilla
team because of the toxicity of
some of the products that they
transport. Frank earned the top
certification available and is still
the only CHS employee to have
received that honor. But he became concerned that welding in
confined spaces would result in
long term health problems so he
began looking for other opportunities.
It was then that he reached
out to a former coworker – Kevin
Franckowiak who was the Wallula Service Manager at the time –

and he became part of the PCA
team.
Frank loves to cook and his
warmed-up leftovers leave the
shop breakroom smelling live a
five-star restaurant on a regular
basis. He used to be an avid
fisherman and vows to get back
in to it soon, but for now he’s
purchased a mountain bike to
make up for the exercise he’ll be
missing as a result of more time
in the office than on the shop
floor.

Hitting a fixed object
is always preventable.
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Positive drug and alcohol tests over 4,600 monthly
The weather is heating up and
so is the number of drug and alcohol violations reported to the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) Clearinghouse. The FMCSA Clearinghouse went into effect on January

6, 2020 and as of March 1, 2021,
there has been a total of 64,705
drug and alcohol violations posted. That is over 4,600 plus positive violations per month.
Positive drug test accounted
for 81% of the total violations re-

ported since 1/6/2020. The top
four substances identified in positive tests were: Marijuana
(34,018), Cocaine (9,047), Methamphetamine (5,947) and Amphetamine (5,702).

1. How many traffic fatalities involve a big rig or a large truck?

A danger foreseen is half
avoided.

A safer you is a safer me.
A spill, a slip, a hospital trip.

Accidents hurt -- safety
doesn't.

Alert today. Alive tomorrow.
An ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.

Anger is one letter away
from Danger.

As soon as you see a mistake
and don't fix it, it becomes your
mistake.

At work at play, let safety
lead the way.

At work, at home, let safety be
known.

Avoid accidents, keep
guards in place.

Avoid the worst. Put safety
first.

Approximately 4,102 people have died in a crash involving a large
truck in the US during 2017. On the other hand, 39,888 people died in
car crashes, thus showcasing that the rate of traffic fatalities involving
large trucks is fairly low.
2. How many accidents are caused by semi trucks?
Reports indicate that out of the 500,000 yearly semi accidents, only a few are caused by semi trucks. Generally, it is drivers of passenger cars who engage in non-safe maneuvers that cause these crashes.
3. What percentage of truck accidents are caused by cars?
A report issued by the ATA claims that 80% of crashes between
cars and trucks are caused by passenger car drivers, rather than
trucks.
4. How many truck accidents happen annually?
Around 500,000 truck-related accidents happen in the United
States on a yearly basis. From a worldwide perspective, the number is
in the millions. This also includes tractor trailer wrecks.
5. What percent of backing up accidents involve large trucks?
Backing up while driving a truck is hard work, given the huge size
and weight of the vehicle. Despite this aspect, very few backing accidents actually involve large trucks, as truck drivers have finalized numerous training exercises meant to sharpen their skills.
6. What causes most truck accidents?
Most truck accidents are caused by critical driver error, such as
failure to respect the speed limit, improper surveillance of the surroundings, distracted driving, fatigue (mostly caused by an unwillingness to respect rest time regulations), alongside traffic conditions and
mechanical failures.
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Four preventable accidents drive up AFR
April didn’t look good in the
monthly report of accidents. There were
four preventable accident in 1.6 million
miles of travel for
Company trucks and
Owner-Operators.
Those numbers
left the month with an
Accident Frequency
Rate (AFR) of 2.45
and drove the Yearto-date AFR to 1.48.

ble and caused damage and
downtime.
Three of the preventable accidents were charged to drivers of company trucks.
Those trucks logged
656,864 miles and finished
the month with an AFR of
4.57 for that driving group.

Owner-Operators had just
one preventable accident in
Randy Bailey 975,461 miles for an AFR of
Mgr. of Driver 1.03
Services and The AFR goal for all drivers
Safety
combined is 1.0.

“Definitely not a
month to be proud
of,” said Randy Bailey, Manager of Driver Services
and Safety, While he noted that
while the accidents were minor in
nature, they were still preventa-

Year-to-date, company drivers have recorded seven preventable accidents (AFR 2.84)
while Owners have just 2 preventables (AFR 0.59)

ACCIDENT FREQUENCY

2021 4-Month AFR
Preventable* AFR**

January

2

1.38

February

2

1.56

March

1

0.59

April

4

2.45

Total

9

1.48

*Any accident in which our
driver failed by defensive
driving to do everything
reasonable to prevent the
accident.
** The number of preventable wrecks per million miles
of travel.

DeRidder Terminal Manager Steven Crain says “Always expected the unexpected...you never know what will
show up. A 53-foot van trailer in DeRidder was Red-Tagged with the note “Racoon mom and babies inside
trailer.”
“Based on the red tag, we expected small raccoons,” said Crain. “By the time we got to the trailer the mother
was gone and we found babies without their eyes even open yet. Chance knew someone who did wildlife rehab, so he took them there.”
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Improving Operations on
Both Sides of the Barrel
Facts
During the past 5 years in work zone crashes more
than:

•4,400 persons died (85 percent of which was the
driver or passenger)

•200,000 persons were injured
•Drivers are the most frequent fatality in work zone
crashes

•Most work zone fatalities involve working-age
adults

•Rear-end crashes (running into the rear of a slowing or stopping vehicle) are the most common type
of work zone crash.

•Fatal work zone crashes occur most often in summer and fall.

•The majority of fatal work zone crashes occurred
on roads with speed limits greater than 50 mph.
•Stopping distance for motor vehicles at 50 mph:

•Dry roadway~300 ft
•Wet roadway~400 ft
•Icy pavement~1250 ft
•A loaded 80,000 lb. tractor-trailer requires almost
50% more stopping distance.

•

It takes only an extra 25 seconds to cover 1 mile at 45
mph compared to 65 mph.

Trucking

Safety Tips for the Driver
Remember these driving tips to avoid
"A Sudden Change in Plans" and perhaps save a life including your own!
Stay Alert and Minimize Distractions
•Dedicate your full attention to the roadway
•Avoid changing the radio station, using a mobile
phone, eating, or other distractions that can remove
your concentration from the road
Keep Your Headlights On
Pay Attention to the Road
•"Listen to the signs"
•Watch brake lights on vehicles ahead
•Watch traffic around you and be prepared to react
Merge into the Proper Lane
•Merge well before you reach the lane closure
•Be aware that traffic patterns can change daily
Don't tailgate
•Follow other vehicles at a safe distance
Obey the Posted Speed Limit
•Workers may be present just feet away
•Fines may be doubled for moving traffic violations
•Be prepared to slow down further if conditions indicate the need
Change Lanes Safely
•Change lanes only where pavement markings indicate, and only when traffic conditions permit
Follow Instructions from Flaggers
Expect the Unexpected
•Workers, work vehicles, or equipment may enter
your lane without warning
•Other vehicles may slow, stop, or change lanes
unexpectedly
•Be Patient
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Facts, studies back up danger of driving distractions
Info from FMCSA that
clearly shows that distractions
are the root cause of a large
number of accidents. Distractions were mentioned in BCT
General Manager Dan
Bernert’s column (Page 3) and
apparent by the four preventable accidents during April
(Page 7). The following information was provided by
FMCSA.
Driver distraction is the
diversion of attention from
activities critical for safe driving to a competing activity.
Driver distraction increases
your risk of getting into a
crash.
Distractions can come
from both inside and outside
of your truck cab. Distractions
inside of your cab can include
dialing cell phones, texting, using
dispatching devices, eating,
reading, or adjusting the radio.
Distractions outside of your cab
can include looking at a passing
building, billboard, or person.
One way to think about distraction is to ask yourself if something is drawing your attention
and taking your eyes away from
the road ahead of you. If the answer is “yes,” it is probably a distraction.
A 2009 study found that 71
percent of large-truck crashes
occurred when the truck driver
was doing something besides
driving the truck. Staying focused
on driving can help keep you,
and other road users, safe on the
road!
Below are some tips that will
help you stay focused on the road
ahead and can help make you a
safer driver

TIP #1: Do Not Let Objects
Outside of Your Truck Distract
You

When driving, stay focused
on the job of driving your truck.
You should avoid focusing on
things outside of your truck that
aren’t related to driving. This includes things like billboards,
buildings, and people. Remember, anything taking your eyes
away from driving is a distraction
and can be dangerous. Paying

attention only to things that are
related to driving will help keep
you aware of the road and cars
around you, and will help make
sure you are ready to react to
anything unexpected.
Did You Know? A 2006
study found that driver inattention
was the leading factor in crashes
and near-crashes. The study
found that nearly 80 percent of
crashes involved some form of
driver inattention in the 3 seconds before the crash or nearcrash.
Did You Know? A three-year
data collection effort by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
found that an estimated 11,000
truck crashes nationwide involved distractions external to the
truck cab.
Did You Know? Billboards
and other advertisements near
the road are meant to get your
attention. However, anything that

takes your eyes off the road
ahead can be a distraction. Aim
to minimize the amount of time
you spend looking at these objects.
TIP #2: Do Not Text While
Driving
Texting while driving is illegal
for CMV drivers. Texting is an
easy way to keep in touch with
people. Yet, texting can also
be one of the most dangerous distractions in your truck.
Texting takes your eyes,
hands, and mind off the job of
driving. In order to read or
send a text message, you
must look at the phone. This
takes your eyes off the road.
You must use the buttons on
the phone to open or write a
message, which takes at
least one hand off the steering wheel. You must read or
think about what you are going to
write, which takes your mind off
the road.
Did You Know? A 2009
study of real-world driving found
that text messaging while driving
increased a driver’s chances of
being involved in a safety-critical
event by 23 times. This study
found that, in the moments before a safety-critical event, drivers who were texting while driving spent nearly 5 seconds looking at their phone.
Did You Know? Based
largely on a 2009 landmark
study of driver distraction in
trucking, FMCSA banned texting
while driving for commercial
drivers. This study was so compelling that President Obama
issued Executive Order 13513,
banning all federal employees
from texting while driving on
government business.
Did You Know? If you are
driving at 55 mph and take your
(Continued on page 15)
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Driver

Start

ANDERSON, THOMAS W

5/24/2010

BAILEY, RANDY J

5/9/1992

Location

Years

Wallula BCT

11

Boise Trkg

29

BARNES, RICHARD L

5/20/2020

Houston Trucking

1

BRAMBLE, KIRBY

5/17/2010

Waco Container

11

Wallula BCT

0

BUDGE, NICOLAS M

5/3/2021

FORDE, PHILIP

5/18/2007

DeRidder Trkg

13

HERNANDEZ, JOSE A

5/18/2018

Wallula Hurley

3

MARTIN, ROBERT D

5/7/2018

Columbus Container

3

MCMORRIES, BRENNAN D

5/8/2019

Vancouver BCT

2

MOAK, JON J

5/8/2020

LCC South BCT

1

Boise FB BCT

8

NIELSEN, CHARLES W

5/16/2013

NUNO, IGNACIO P

5/5/2016

Vancouver BCT

5

PIEDRA, KAREN Y

5/3/2021

Salem Container

0

PYSTOE, RAMI

5/21/2009

LCC I-5 BCT

12

ZAVALA, MARTIN

5/10/2019

Wallula Hurley

2

CSA Reports for Owner Operators and Company Drivers
CSA
BASICS

UNSAFE
DRIVING

Intervention
Threshold

HOURS OFSERVICE

DRIVER
FITNESS

VEHICLE
MAINT.

CRASH
INDICAT.

ISS
Score

65%

65%

80%

80%

65%

Feb. 10, 2021

10%

46%

0%

78%

61%

60

March 8, 2021

8%

47%

0%

76%

66%

60

10%

46%

0%

82%

56%

74

Feb. 10, 2021

1%

0%

0%

34%

0%

36

March 8, 2021

1%

0%

0%

32%

3%

35

April 6, 2021

0%

0%

0%

34%

8%

35

BCT, Inc.

April 6, 2021
Company

Inc. = Inconclusive

No Vios = No Violations

* = Exceeds

Improving

Alert
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Speeding will be focus of July Safe Driver Week
This year's Operation Safe
Driver Week will take place
July 11-17 with an emphasis
on speeding. During Operation
Safe Driver Week, law enforcement personnel will be on
the lookout for commercial
motor vehicle drivers and passenger vehicle drivers engaging in risky driving behaviors in
or around a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV). Identified unsafe drivers will be pulled over
and issued a citation or warning.

tracking other dangerous driver
behaviors throughout Operation Safe Driver Week, such as
reckless or aggressive driving,
distracted driving, following too
closely, improper lane change,
failure to obey traffic control
devices, failure to use a seat
belt, evidence of drunk or
drugged driving, etc.

"Data shows that traffic stops
and interactions with law enforcement help reduce problematic
driving behaviors," said Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance
(CVSA) President Sgt. John
Samis with the Delaware State
Police. "By making contact with
drivers during Operation Safe
Driver Week, law enforcement
personnel aim to make our roadways safer by targeting high-risk
driving behaviors."
CVSA selected speeding as
its focus this year because de-

spite a drop in roadway travel last
year due to the pandemic, nationally, traffic fatalities increased.
According to the National Safety
Council's (NSC) preliminary estimates, the estimated rate of
death on roads last year increased 24% over the previous
12-month period, despite miles
driven dropping 13%. The increase in the rate of death is the
highest estimated year-over-year
jump NSC has calculated in 96
years.
In addition to speeding, law
enforcement personnel will be

CVSA's Operation Safe
Driver Program was created
to help to reduce the number
of crashes involving commercial
motor vehicles and passenger
vehicles due to unsafe driving
behaviors. Operation Safe Driver
Week is sponsored by CVSA, in
partnership with the FMCSA and
with support from the motor carrier industry and transportation
safety organizations.

This initiative aims to improve
the behavior of all drivers operating in an unsafe manner – either
in or around commercial motor
vehicles – through educational
and traffic enforcement strategies.

BE SAFE. DRIVE SMART.

Be aware of the
space around your
truck.

Changing lanes and
passing are cause of
many wrecks

Eliminate as many
distractions as possible.

Drive no faster
than is safe for your
conditions.
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Working safely gives
Columbus driver Nate Critney plenty of time to enjoy
riding dirt bikes and sharing
that with his entire family.
He’s pictured above with his
sons and right riding his
bike at his Stoney Lonesome Motorcycle Club.

Nate is pictured left with
his wife Jennifer and sons
Jeremy and Luke. Right is
his daughter and son-in-law
Alyssa and Holt Giles.
“Nate is one of the newest additions to our fleet,” said Terminal
Manager Rob Roop. “He’s always
willing to help out when needed and
does so with a professional attitude.

of fatal crashes
in work zones
involved at least
one large
vehicle!
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Tire rubs trailer wrong
causing fire damage
An Owner-Operator travelling on I-90 near Ritzville,
Washington April 3 stopped
when he noticed that his trailer
was smoking. It was determined that friction between the
floor of the trailer and a tire led
to the fire but investigation continued. There was minor damage to the trailer. The tire was
toast.

Swinging trailer door
hits customer door
While backing to a customer's dock in Bowling Green,
Kentucky, the door of a trailer
being backed by a Company
Driver hit an overhead door.
The customer door was damaged as well as the door of the
53” trailer in the April 24 incident.

Door knocked off
hinges while backing

Alien object damages
company bumper

A Company driver in Seymour, Indiana backed to the
docks and unhooked. It was
reported later that the door had
been knocked off the hinges in
the 2 am incident April 2.

An ‘unknown object’ was
reported responsible for damage to the bumper of a company truck the early morning of
April 7. The incident happened
at the PCA site in Columbus,
Indiana.

Tandems slide when
driver stops quickly
A quick stop led to rear tandems sliding during an afternoon incident April 20. The
Owner-Operator was in Hermiston, Oregon approaching a
cross street when the light
changed. It was determined the
pins were not locked into place
and the was damage to the 53foot trailer that included the stop
bar, slide rail attached to tandems, airlines and ABS wiring.

Another deer takes on
tough company truck
A deer was hit the morning
of April 29 as a Company Driver
was travelling on US 291 near
Premont, Texas. Damage was
limited to the left headlight cover.

Jackknife in Waco
damages exhaust
The driver of a company
spotter truck jackknifed a trailer
in Waco causing damage to an
exhaust pipe. It was a 2 am
April 19 incident.

Malfunction at dock
damages DOT bumper
A dock lock at Garland, Texas apparently malfunctioned
and damaged the DOT bumper
of a 48-foot van. An OwnerOperator was driving during the
early afternoon incident April
23.

•Rear-end collision - Rear-end accidents

•Loss-of-control accidents - Loss-of-

•Backing accident - Backing accidents are

•Speed & Space Management - Safely

are generally preventable because increasing following distance is a reasonable precaution drivers should take to avoid an accident.
generally preventable because getting out
to look behind a vehicle is a reasonable precaution for drivers to take to avoid an accident.

control accidents are often preventable because it is reasonable to expect the driver to
drive at a speed that is appropriate for road
and weather conditions.
managing the speed of your vehicle and the
space around it with respect to road, traffic,
and weather conditions is important.
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Kudos
One way we
thank others for their
help making our business
work and better serving our

Drivers handling new
business, destinations

From Shaun Reilly
Allentown Terminal Mgr.
The Allentown Fleet for con-

tinually working through all the
daily challenges of freight volumes , new customers and new
destinations for pick up and delivery.

Trucking
Manifesto always
ready to help

From Abel Franco
Industry Terminal Mgr.

I’d like to thank Jann Manifesto for helping us cover two hot
loads last month. Jann is always
ready to help, and we’re very
lucky to have her on our team.
Thanks Jann.

Hage makes a couple
days off possible
From Amy Barron
Jackson Terminal Mgr.

Planners, driver help
get parts to DeRidder

Thank you to Mike Hage for
covering for me so I could take a
couple days off. I appreciate it!

From Steven Crain
DeRidder Terminal Mgr.

Several helped get
loads to customer

I would like to thank Stephanie Proctor and Daniel Henry
for helping me get some parts
picked up in Dallas. Stephanie
and Daniel worked on finding a
truck that would be in the area to
pick the parts up.
I would also like to thank
John Castorena for picking the
parts up and delivering them to
the shop in DeRidder. I appreciate everyone’s help.

From Jenny Walker
Vancouver Dispatcher

I want to send out a HUGE
thank you to Brennan McMorries, Sinisa Mavrak, and Nacho
Nuno for running over the weekend to insure Salem got their
loads bright and early Monday
morning. And also to Andy for
helping out in getting Salem their
loads! I appreciate everybody's
help!

Crain hits 24 year mark in DeRidder
I’d like to recognize Steven
Crain on his 24th
anniversary
working for BCT/
PCA. The last
Steven Crain year has been
interesting, with
a pandemic and a few hurricanes, followed by some ice
storms shutting down the south.
For most of the year DeRidder was shorthanded in the shop,
and Steven was constantly juggl-

ing spotters and company drivers
and taking care of our OwnerOperators.

Debra Musel

Musel brings years
in the industry to
Waco planner crew
BCT would like welcome
Debra Musel to the Waco
Planning team.
Debra comes to us with
over 20 years of industry experience. Her most recent position she was owner of D Bar
D trucking where she wore
multiple hats, from driver to
dispatcher to payroll.

Through it all Steven kept his
folks safe (0.0 AFR YTD in 65 &
68, and zero I/A) while providing
exceptional service to the mill
and box plants.

In Debra’s spare time she
enjoys spending time at the
lake fishing. She is also looking forward to traveling in the
near future either on a cruise
or flying to the Caribbean.

Thanks for your efforts Steven, we recognize and appreciate you.

We are fortunate to have
her as part of the growing
team in Waco.

–Mike Hayes
Operations Mgr.

-Ron Bates
Waco Terminal Mgr.
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Distractions
(Continued from page 9)

eyes off the road for 5 seconds
to write a text message, you
have traveled the length of a
football field (end zones included) without looking at the road.
TIP #3: Do Not Use a Dispatching Device While Driving
Dispatching devices let you
and your dispatchers communicate, can help you navigate, and
can help keep your logs. These
devices are sometimes called
mobile or portable data terminals and can help make your job
easier. Although a message on
the dispatching device might
seem urgent, using a dispatching device while driving can be
dangerous. This is because the
dispatching device can take your
eyes, hands, and mind away
from driving safely. Since using
a dispatching device while driving raises your risk of a crash,
many companies have policies
in place or lock out features
when the truck is moving. Using
a dispatching device is “texting
for truckers.”
TIP #4: Do Not Dial a
Handheld Phone While Driving
Handheld cell phones involve multiple types of distractions and using them while driving is illegal for CMV drivers.83 Handheld phones can take
your eyes and hands away from
driving. Dialing a handheld cell
phone requires you to take your
eyes off the road and your
hands off the wheel.58 If you
have to make a call while driving, find a safe place to stop and
keep your call short.44 Or, consider a voice-activated handsfree phone or phone app.
Phones that do not require you

to hold them while dialing a
number or talking can help keep
your eyes on the road and your
hands on the wheel. Most
smartphones either have this
hands-free ability or have apps
available to provide it.
Did You Know? A 2010
study of real-world driving found
that dialing a handheld cell
phone while driving increased
the risk of a crash or near-crash
by 3 times.
A 2011 study found that
drivers who were dialing a
handheld cell phone made
more frequent and larger steering corrections than drivers who
were only talking on the phone.
Did You Know? A 2009
study of real-world driving found
that using a dispatching device
while driving increased a driver’s
chances of being involved in a
safety-critical event by 9 times.
Did You Know? Companies
are working on building better
dispatching devices. Some dispatching devices are easier to
use, allowing you to respond to
messages without looking at the
screen, and read messages
aloud. This can help you keep
your eyes on the road.
TIP #4: Do Not Dial a
Handheld Phone While Driving
Handheld cell phones involve multiple types of distractions and using them while driving is illegal for CMV drivers.83 Handheld phones can take
your eyes and hands away from
driving. Dialing a handheld cell
phone requires you to take your
eyes off the road and your
hands off the wheel.58 If you
have to make a call while driving, find a safe place to stop and
keep your call short.44 Or, consider a voice-activated handsfree phone or phone app.
Phones that do not require you
to hold them while dialing a

number or talking can help keep
your eyes on the road and your
hands on the wheel. Most
smartphones either have this
hands-free ability or have apps
available to provide it.
Did You Know? A 2010
study of real-world driving found
that dialing a handheld cell
phone while driving increased
the risk of a crash or near-crash
by 3 times.
A 2011 study found that
drivers who were dialing a
handheld cell phone made
more frequent and larger steering corrections than drivers who
were only talking on the phone.

Go to:
www.protread.com/
1.Click Pro-Tread “User
Login”
2.Login:
User ID: YourName
(no space be tween
names)
User ID: YourName
(again, exactly
the
same)
3. Site ID: Type in
“200744”
4.Click “Login”
5.Chose “Lesson Menu”
6.Choose “All Lessons By
Title”
7.Choose “Driver Distractions”
8.Disclaimer ... Choose
“Accept”
9.Lesson loads and starts
automatically
10.You see
“Congratulations” when
completed.
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Winter brings tough
road conditions.
Tony Humburg

Fred
If you’re
an Owner-Operator
McCoy

Recommend a new
Owner-Operator to

BCT and earn cash!

Most accidents can be
avoided if you slow down
and increase following
distance.




Eric Jenkins

“Finding
good OwnerOperators is
important to
BCT. We
feel our own
-Pat Robinson
drivers are
the best source of new
people who meet our
safety and service
standards.”

