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Itôs a time of year when deer 
(and other wild creatures) might 
cross a driverôs path with no 

warningéno time to avoid a colli-
sion. It often results in costly re-
pairs and downtime which always 

affects the bottom lineé
regardless if itôs a company truck 
or one of an Owner-Operator. 
Many BCT locations have 

drivers constantly exposed to 
deer on the highways where they 
operate.   Wallula, where drivers 
frequent forested areas of Ore-
gon and Washington, had a sin-
gle driver several years ago hit 
six deer in one year. So itôs no 
surprise that Terminal Manager 
Andy Sarrazin is keenly aware of 
deer-semi wreck costs. 
ñFive Owners and one Com-

pany Driver hit deer in 2020,ò 
Sarrazin said. He suspects there 
may have been more. ñAt first 
that seemed high to me, but 
again these are only those that 
filed a claim.  He figures others 
may have had minor damage like 
a bent bumper or a broken head-
light who just fixed the damage 
rather than file a claim. 
As deer collision costs were 

mounting several years ago, Sar-
razin starting having deer guards 
mounted on all company trucks. 
Replacing bumper, radiators, 
fenders, hoods would cost from 
hundreds of dollars to thousands.  
And trucks would be out of com-
mission for a day to several days, 
depending on the amount of body 
work required. 
With the grill guard, some ani-

mals just bounce off causing little 
or no damage.  
So far this year, two Owner-

Operators out of the Wallula Ter-
minal have hit deer. ñRepair cost 
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Wallula Company Driver Reynaldo Meza is pictured with the well-
guarded front of the truck he normally drives.  When the photo was 
taken, he had yet to hit a deer. However, a ñcheck engine lightò forced 
him to take a spare truck (without guard) and he hit a deer that night. 

Annual problem: Deer vs. trucks on the highway  

BCT/PCA 

Drivers hit 

seven deer 

in October 

alone!  
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Welcome to new and returning 

drivers who have joined the ranks 

of BCT, Inc. and Boise Trucking 

Operations during the past month.  

 
Michael Marino of Hewitt, Texas 

October 14 as a new Staffmark driver for 
Waco. 

 
Harrell Howard of Fort Polk, Louisiana 

Oct. 15 as a new Company Spotter for 
DeRidder. 

 
Arthur Watts of Houston, Texas as a 

new Staffmark Driver for Houston. 

 

 

Earn extra cash!  
Check out our Driver-to-Driver bonus 

program for current drivers who help us 
connect with future drivers. Page 13. 

If youôre an Owner-Operator who 
knows a driver who would be a good ófitô 

for BCT ... 

Call 1-800-544-5989, Opt. 5. 

 

For the fourth month of 2021, 
the combined Accident Frequen-
cy Rate (AFR) was significantly 
below 1.00. 

With just one preventable ac-
cident in 1.54 million miles of 
travel, drivers in all categories 
posted an AFR of .65 for Octo-
ber. 

ñThere were a number of inci-
dents (9) including six collisions 
with deer,ò  said Randy Bailey, 
manager of Driver Services and 
Safety.  ñWhile those can at times 
be avoided, they donôt affect the 
AFR.ò 

The single preventable hap-
pened with a company truck. So 
far this year there have been 19 

preventable 
accidents, 
17 of those 
involving a 
company 
truck. 

Compa-
ny trucks 
have logged 
6.5 million 
miles with 17 
preventable 
accidents for 
an AFR of 
2.60. 

Owner Operators have 
logged  nearly 8.9 million miles 
with just two preventables and an 
AFR of only 0.23. 

ACCIDENT 
FREQUENCY 

2021 10-Month AFR 
 

          Preventable* AFR** 

January 2 1.38 

February 2 1.56 

March 1 0.59 

April  4 2.45 

May  3 2.00 

June 3 1.82 

July  1 0.65 

August 0 0.00 

Sept. 2 1.29 

Oct.  1 0.65 

Total 19 1.23 
 

*Any accident in which our 
driver failed by defensive driving 
to do everything reasonable to 
prevent the accident. 

** The number of preventable 
wrecks per million miles of travel. 

Randy Bailey 
Driver Services  
and  Safety 

Another great driving safety month  

Owners having great year with .23 AFR  
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Threading the needle  
 
Here are some pictures of one of our spotters, 
�(�Y�H�U�H�W�W���&�R�P�H�U����doing the hard to do.  
The mill opened up a wall to create an addition-
al crane bay in the basement of the paper ma-
chines and asked us to put a trailer in place to 
verify it could be used for roll moves in the fu-
ture. 
 
After verifying it would work, they will make the 
remainder of the modifications and put it in use 
during the upcoming shutdown. 

-Steven Crain 
DeRidder Terminal Mgr. 

 


