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BCT Inc., a PCA transportation Company

Wallula Owner-Operator Erisbel Gonzalez reaches prestigious safety milestone.

From Cuba to Eastern Washington

Gonzalez earns a place in BCT’s Million Mile Club

Erisbel Gonzalez was recently named to the BCT Million Mile
Club for reaching an amazing
safety milestone … driving 1 million miles without a preventable
accident.
Since 2007, Gonzalez has
been hauling wood by-products
out of the Wallula Terminal. His

days generally find him heading
through Eastern Washington in
the direction of Canada to mills in
the northern part of the state.
While Gonzalez travels about
430 miles a day, the winter presents special driving challenges
with snow, ice and freezing temperatures. But, for a good part of
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the year, he completes his runs
in about ten hours. “I like it here,”
he said of BCT, “ I like being
home every day.”
Gonzales was 25 years old
when he came to the United
States with his father, a political
refugee from Cuba. As the
youngest of ten children, he has
many relatives still in Cuba and
tries to return as often as he can.
A friend who happened to
drive commercially lived in the Tri
-Cities and lured Gonzales to the
area. He worked for Western Materials for five years and it was
there where he had an opportunity to drive and earn his CDL. “I
really like it and can do it for the
(Continued on page 3)
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YTD preventables now at 18 which
matches first nine months of 2021
September
was significantly
better than the
four months preceding with an
Accident Frequency Rate
(AFR) of just .76
preventable
accidents per
Randy Bailey
million miles of
Driver Services
travel.
and Safety
The month
was the fourth of the year with an
AFR under 1.0 and Randy Bailey, Manager of Driver Services
and Safety, says it could have
easily been better.
Mill shutdowns during the period reduced the miles traveled
by the fleets which affects the

ACCIDENT
FREQUENCY

AFR.

2022 9-Month AFR

Fleets logged 1.32 million
miles compared to the previous
month at 1.53 million.
The single preventable accident in September involved a
Company truck.
So far this year, Company
trucks have been involved in 12
preventable accidents compare
to six for Owner Operators.
Year-to-date mileage for
Owners was at 6.1 million miles
to 6.4 for Company trucks.
There were 18 preventable
accidents through the first nine
months of 2021. The number for
nine month of 2022 is the same.

Preventable* AFR**

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
Sept.
Total

0
1
3
1
3
2
4
3
1
18

0.00
0.78
1.93
0.73
2.22
1.40
2.95
1.96
.076
1.44

*Any accident in which our
driver failed by defensive driving to
do everything reasonable to prevent
the accident.
** The number of preventable
wrecks per million miles of travel.

Welcome to new and returning
drivers who have joined the ranks
of BCT, Inc. and Boise Trucking
Operations during the past month.
Brian Rankin of Selma, Alabama Sept. 1
as a new Jackson Driver for Owner Tavarius
Smith.
Joseph Taylor of DeRidder, Louisiana
September 19 as a returning Spotter for
DeRidder.
Aldo Zavala of Kennewick, Washington
September 25 s a new Company Driver for
Vancouver.

Raul Alaniz of Walla Walla, Washington
Sept. 30 as a returning Owner-Operator out of
Wallula.

Earn extra cash!
Check out our Driver-to-Driver bonus
program for current drivers who help us
connect with future drivers. Page 10.
If you’re an Owner-Operator who
knows a driver who would be a good ‘fit’

for BCT ...

Call 1-800-544-5989, Opt. 5.
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Million Miler
(Continued from page 1)

rest of my life,” said Gonzalez of
his driving career.
“He’s an ultra-reliable driver,”
said Area Operations Mgr. Andy
Sarrazin. “He’s always willing to
do whatever we need.”
Gonzalez is driving the second truck he has leased to BCT
in his 15 years with the company.
He handles most of his own
maintenance … “Everything outside the engine,” he said.
He and his wife Alma have
been married 23 years and have
two children, an 18-year-old son
and 16 year-old daughter.
Away from the truck, Gonzalez enjoys fishing and hunting
and riding his sport motorcycle.
Gonzalez receives a commemorative watch, a plaque noting his Million Mile accomplishment and a cash award.

Erisbel’s Million Mile Plaque will join others displayed at Wallula.

Working safely leaves times
for important family activities like the wedding of
Vancouver Load
Planner Jenny
Walker’s son in
August.
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Tracking and finding trailers easy with GPS units
A trailer doesn’t have to sit in
one place very long before BCT
Load Planners and other managers will notice.

easily.
And these days losing a trail-

er involves big money. A new
van may cost $65,000 each

That’s largely due to a GPS
tracking device that will eventually be attached to all 1278 trailers
in the fleet according to BCT
General Manager Dan Bernert.
The devices show trailers as
they are moving down the highway in real time. That has many
valued uses for dispatch, delivery
times, routing and more.
But one important use is noting trailers that have been sitting
for days.
It could be that a customer
requests four trailers but one or
two of them are going unused.
Those can be picked up, loaded
and turned to productive use.
If a trailer is stolen, it may be
more easily found. “Our runs are
pretty well defined,” Bernert said,
“If a trailer is in a place in shouldn’t be, we can recognize it pretty

Wallula Mechanic Aaron Correa
installing a tracking device on a
dry van. “We’ve installed them on
all chip trailers and a number of
dry vans,” said Area Operations
Mgr. Andy Sarrazin. The green
arrow (left) is what a dispatcher
sees as his trailer heads down the
highway.
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(Upper left and clockwise) Owner-Operators Gerardo Gomez, Tyler Soulia, Dale Soulia and Randy
Stonestreet. Jorge Lopez, Area Operations
Mgr.Andy Sarrazin and Hector Rodriguez at the
grill. Giant steaks. Eating inside are OwnerOperator Dale Soulia and Company Driver Hector
Rodriquez.
Lower left is Boise-based Company Driver Sarah
Bowen. Above her are Owner Jorge Ramirez, Shop
Manager Frank Escamillla, Owner JJ Navarro and
Wallula Load Planner Paul Fischer. Fischer is also
pictured withs the Fiber Procurement
team from the mill: Bryan Tinnin, Tom
Agens & Brian Rupp.
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Cassie Wood, Transportation Mgr. for West Coast Corrugated and White Paper, was one of the presenters at
last month’s National Private Truck Council (NPTC) Safety Conference. Wood has held a number of positions
in trucking including Terminal Manager of the Waco operation. Her presentation was on driver peer reviews
as part of a successful safety program.

Oakes handles load planning
for fleet of six Richland trucks
Dallin Oakes of Kennewick,
Washington has recently taken
over the Load Planner position running trucks for the Richland Fleet
out of the Wallula Terminal.
Oakes was new to the industry
when he was selected and relied
on long-time Wallula Load Planners
Paul Fischer and Robb Stevenson
to learn the ropes.

Dallin Oakes

The position was previously
housed at the Richland plant but
has been moved back to Wallula.
Oakes is in charge of six dedicated

trucks — three Company trucks and
three Owner-Operators.
Oakes had previously spent ten
years performing a number of jobs
in a dental office . During that time
he earned a degree in Cyber Security from Columbia Basin College.
Dallin and his wife Chandra
have two children, a daughter , 4,
and a son, 1.
Away from work and projects on
their home, the Oakes family enjoys
camping and fishing.
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Enjoying a meal in Waco for Drivers Appreciation Week are Ken
Norman, PCA Warehouse, Ron Bates, Waco Terminal Mgr., and
Driver Cedric English, Denny Russell and Wayne Bramble.

Keric Donahue and Jose Martinez at
the Driver’s Appreciation buffet.

BCT General Mgr. Dan Bernert (left) visits with Waco Drivers Ricky Horn, Cedric English and Denny
Russell at the terminal last month.
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CSA Reports for Owner Operators and Company Drivers
CSA
BASICS

UNSAFE
DRIVING

Intervention
Threshold

HOURS OFSERVICE

DRIVER
FITNESS

VEHICLE
MAINT.

CRASH
INDICAT.

ISS
Score

65%

65%

80%

80%

65%

July 5, 2022

4%

56%

0%

77%

18%

46

Aug10, 2022

7%

55%

0%

76%

8%

46

Oct. 10, 2022

10%

60%

0%

76%

17%

46

July 5, 2022

0%

0%

0%

19%

18%

33

Aug 10, 2022

0%

0%

0%

20%

16%

33

Oct. 10, 2022

1%

0%

0%

20%

17%

32

BCT, Inc.

Company

Inc. = Inconclusive

No Vios = No Violations

* = Exceeds

Improving

Alert

Donuts one morning and a lunch buffet
another for Drivers at the Allentown
Terminal.
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Driver Mark Stevenson enjoying a meal.

Alfonso and Karen , both company drivers, and their 3 kids

I would like to thank all of OUR DRIVERS for all that you
do. BCT/PCA Appreciates your continued safe acts on the
road day in and day out and taking care of yourself and our
customers that you make deliveries to on a daily basis.
Thank you.
-Rebecca Moore
Vancouver Terminal Mgr.

This is John Frind - receiving a
cooler for driver Appreciation

Jeff Earp and his wife Darcie enjoying a meal.

Mike Dalton our swing shift spotter
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lards. The bollards and several feet of bottom rail, crossmembers and suspension was
damaged on the van.

Turn in yard ends
with trailer damage
It was the morning of Sept.
1 when the a Company Spotter
in DeRidder was making a turn
to park a trailer in the yard.
The trailer hit another trailer
that was parked. The moving
trailer received damage to the
right front corner and sidewall.
The parked trailer had damage
to the right front corner.

Yellow posts cause
damage to trailer
The driver of a company
truck in DeRidder was leaving
the yard making a right hand
turn when the 53-foot van she
was pulling hit two yellow bol-

Trailer door hits
parked trailer
While backing into a parking spot at Commerce, California the morning of September
8, the driver of a company
truck hit the trailer door of his
trailer on a parked trailer. The
trailer door hinges were broken.

Landing leg damaged
avoiding hwy wreck
An Owner-Operator was on
Mill Road near the PCA facility
in Jackson, Alabama when he
moved over to give a log truck
room at a curve in the road.
When he came back on the
roadway, the trailer landing
gear hit the ground and was

damaged. The foot pad for the
landing leg was missing.

One deer hit on
Texas roadway
A deer crossing Hwy 7
near Crockett, Texas caused
considerable damage to an
Owner-Operator’s truck the
night of September 15. The
right side bumper, headlight
assembly and air conditioner
coil were damaged.

Police catch driver
who hit PCA truck
A Company Driver was
heading south on Highway 43
near Reynolds, Indiana. He
was sideswiped by a tractor
heading northbound. That
driver failed to stop but was
later stopped by police. The
driver’s side mirror and window
was broken and there were
scratches on the left side on
the trailer.

Trucking
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Enjoying our Driver’s
Appreciation meal at the
Columbus terminal
Clockwise from upper left) :Kevin
Elliott and Dillon Britton ;Nate
Critney; Mike Mohns, Russ Smith;
Kevin Russell; Darren Newell and
Russ Smith and Bill Haddix, Nate
Critney and Mike Clark.
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Start

Location

Years

BABB, JAMES T

10/10/2019

DeRidder Trkg

ELLIOTT, KEVIN

10/12/2011

Columbus Container

11

ENGLAND, JOE

10/31/2010

Columbus Container

12

FRANKENFIELD, TIMOTHY

10/11/2013

Allentown Trkg

9

Columbus Container

7

GAMMON, RANDALL
HURLEY, ROBERT

10/2/2015

3

10/29/1968

Wallula BCT

54

JONES, LARRY

10/1/2019

Jackson BCT

3

MATTHIS, WILLIAM J

10/7/2013

DeRidder Trkg

9

MCCOWAN, RONNIE J

10/12/2020

LCC South BCT

2

MEJIA, GUSTAVO

10/17/2016

Wallula BCT

6

MUNOZ, FELIPE

10/28/2019

Wallula PCA Dedicated

3

SPOHN, VINCENT R

10/8/2018

Allentown Trkg

4

TELLES, ARTHUR M

10/2/2020

Boise Trkg

2

VALENCIA, FRANCISCO C

10/10/2003

Wallula PCA Dedicated

WILLIS, DAVID A

10/10/2018

DeRidder Trkg

19
4

No grandkids but
these kids keep
us busy planning
camping trips and
traveling around
to see them all.
-Danelle Holt
Driver Services
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Industry names PCA’s Mark Kowlzan CEO of the Year
NA RISI Conference:
PCA CEO Kowlzan
sees ‘talent’ ahead,
credits workers with
company success
CEO Mark Kowlzan has
been in the paper and board industry for decades, and this
week said he sees the potential
ahead both in the next generations of workers as well as at
North America’s third largest
producer of containerboard by
capacity.
PCA also is the fourth largest producer of uncoated freesheet paper in North America.
Kowlzan was honored on
Sept. 28 as North America’s
2022 CEO of the Year at
Fastmarkets’ Forest Products
North America Conference in
San Diego. Financial analysts
selected Kowlzan for the award,
and it is the second time in six
years he has been nominated
as North America’s top CEO for
the pulp, paper, and forest products industry.
In their decision, analysts
told Fastmarkets’ PPI Pulp
&Paper Week in July that Kowlzan did an exceptional job leading PCA during the two-year
surge in corrugated box demand
in North America. PCA increased profits by more than
$500 million and sales by more
than $1 billion in 2021, compared with its 2020 profits and
sales.
At the North American Conference this week, Kowlzan
spoke of the “talent” on today’s
college campuses and the importance of recruiting workers.
He said he frequents universities across the USA every year

Mark Kowlzan, PCA CEO

“You need to be engaged personally on
college campuses.
Manufacturing will
refocus in a big way,
but you can’t do that
if you don’t have the
talent.”
-Mark Kowlzan, PCA CEO

to communicate with college
students about pursuing more.
“You need to be engaged
personally on college campuses,” Kowlzan said.
“Manufacturing will refocus
in a big way, but you can’t do
that if you don’t have the talent.”
He added: “We have to communicate to these young men
and woman and these institutions.”

‘Our Navy Seal team.’ As for
PCA’s staff today, Kowlzan
highlighted how the company’s
successes are much to their
credit. As one example, he
pointed to the company’s traveling maintenance crew. This
maintenance team travels
across the USA to repair PCA’s
mills.
“Our Navy Seal team,” Kowlzan called the traveling maintenance crew. “How do we do
what we do? We do it because
we have the capability.”
PCA has eight mills and 92
converting operations in the
USA. The company lacks a
global presence, a point Kowlzan said allows PCA to better
focus on its North American
plants.
‘Understood what needed to
be done.’ In Jackson, AL, PCA
plans a November project and a
spring 2023 project to add about
265,000 tons/yr of additional capacity onto its J-3 machine. The
company recently said that it
planned to start an additional
125,000 tons after completing
the November project and then
add another 140,000 tons of capacity during the spring of 2023.
The J-3’s full kraft linerboard
capacity is to reach 700,000
tons/yr.
At the Alabama mill, Kowlzan said on Sept. 28 that PCA
workers completed all the preengineering work. Kowlzan noted how unique this situation was
for a mill. He said PCA has one
of the largest technology organizations among major containerboard companies.
“There is no other company
in the world that allows their own
companies’ (workers) to work on
the headbox,” Kowlzan said.
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Kudos

One way we
thank others for
their help making our
business work and better
serving our customers

Trucking

Best Miles-Per-Gallon by fleet
Driver

Location

MPG

Truck #

GVW

Dan Bier

PCA Salem Corrugated

9.8

82407

80,000 lb

Jim Bennett

PCA Salem Corrugated

9.4

82410

80,000 lb

Mark Stevenson

PCA Salem Corrugated

9.3

82409

80,000 lb

Matt Hurley

PCA Columbus Corrugated

9.3

82432

80,000 lb

Jack Selig

PCA Columbus Corrugated

9.2

82434

80,000 lb

David Mann

PCA Columbus Corrugated

9.1

82374

80,000 lb

I’d to thank all the drivers and
load planners for handling the
multiple mill shutdowns the past
month.

Todd Garrity

PCA Columbus Corrugated

9.1

82433

80,000 lb

James Burt

CTC/Waco

8.8

82428

80,000 lb

Samuel Draper

CTC/Waco

8.6

72305

80,000 lb

Everyone had to get outside
their comfort zones, but we made
it through. Safely. Thank you.

Gerald Patrick

CTC/Waco

8.6

72280

80,000 lb

Bill Letts

PCA DeRidder Dedicated

7.8

72274

80,000 lb

Stuart Bennett

PCA DeRidder Dedicated

7.3

82411

80,000 lb

Chris Ball (The
Kid)

PCA DeRidder Dedicated

7.2

72291

80,000 lb

Noel Rocha

Commerce Dedicated

7.8

82364

80,000 lb

Daniel Getchel

Commerce Dedicated

6.7

117

80,000 lb

Robert Payton

Commerce Dedicated

6.7

114

80,000 lb

Jeff Hollenbach

Allentown Dedicated

7.9

82362

80,000 lb

Kudo to Richard Sechler for
working a few Saturdays in September to get some HOT loads
delivered to Land O Lakes for
productions needs.

Vincent Spohn

Allentown Dedicated

6.7

82361

80,000 lb

Benito Longorias

PCA Wallula/Richland Dedicated

6.6

82395

80,000 lb

Ben Farias

PCA Wallula/Richland Dedicated

6.4

82397

80,000lb

Thanks crew, spouses
for great driver meals

Saul Alpizar

PCA Wallula/Richland Dedicated

6.4

82384

80,000 lb

Dave Goss

Boise Heavy Haul

7.0

72301

105,500 lb

Bob Duchenne

Boise Heavy Haul

6.9

72302

105,500 lb

Art Telles

Boise Heavy Haul

6.1

72299

105,500 lb

Ramon Alcoser

Wallula Chips

5.8

82359

105,500 lb

Silverio Oliva

Wallula Chips

5.7

82386

105,500 lb

Reynaldo Meza

Walula Chips

5.5

82387

105,500 lb

safely.

Drivers, planners
survive shutdowns
From Mike Hayes
Area Operations Mgr.

Sechler runs Saturdays
to serve customer
From Shaun Reilly
Allentown Terminal Mgr.

From Mike Hayes
Area Operations Mgr.

Thanks to all our folks (and
their spouses) in DeRidder for
their efforts during driver appreciation.
They prepared awesome
dishes on their own time at
home, and definitely made all the
drivers feel appreciated. I’m
bummed we didn’t get to try Steven’s gumbo or Chance’s beans,
but I look forward to trying them
next year! Special thanks to Jimbo for cooking.

Are you carrying all of the required documents?
•
•
•
•
•

Medical card
CDL
Truck registration
Insurance certification
Federal annual inspection

•
•
•
•

IFTA permit
Interchange agreement
(company trucks)
Copy of contract (Owners)
Trailer registration

Trucking
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Photos from Driver’s Appreciation lunch at Commerce, California. We brought in St. louis ribs , pulled
pork, brisket, and Tri-Tip. Above is Daniel Getchel, Jose Amaya, and Abel Franco. (Below left) Ernie Razo and Jose Amaya. (Below right) Jose Amaya (L) Daniel Getchel (R)
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Safety training
for the Professional
Drivers
of PCA & BCT

Go to: www.protread.com/
1.Click Pro-Tread “User Login”
2.Login:

User ID: YourName (no space between
names)
User ID: YourName (again, exactly the
same)
3. Site ID: Type in “200744”
4.Click “Login”
5.Chose “Lesson Menu”
6.Choose “All Lessons By Title”
7.Choose “Accident Procedures”
8.Disclaimer ... Choose “Accept”
9.Lesson loads and starts automatically
10.You see “Congratulations” when
completed.
Click “Stop” button to get credit for completing
the lesson.

Safety training for the Professional

