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Using trailer door safety straps mandatory for all drivers  

A recent incident involving 
part of a load falling out as a 
driver opened trailer doors has 
created a strong need to review 
safety processes related to se-
curing cargo when loaded and 
using safety techniques when 
opening trailer doors. 

ñWeôve had a process for 
several years using safety door 
straps to protect drivers who are 
at their destination and preparing 
to unload,ò said Randy Bailey.  
ñBut like many other safety pro-
cesses, itôs time to review and 
refocus to protect against the 
possibility of injury.ò 

Trailer door safety straps are 
attached to each door allowing 
the driver to safely open the 
doors enough to check the load.  
If the load has shifted and would 
fall, the straps stop the doors 
from opening and falling on the 
driver. 

ñUsing the strap takes no 
more time than fastening your 
seatbelt,ò Bailey said indicating 
that the result of saving you from 
potential injury is similar.  The 
safety straps are provided to all 
drivers and the process is part of 
driver orientation training, Bailey 
said. 

We will also be noting use of 

the door straps during observa-

tions and asking drivers to help 

each other to ensure all are mak-

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

Waco Driver Denny Russell demonstrates the use of trailer door safety 
straps that protect drivers as they check loads before opening doors.  
He first hooks strap to left and right doors and then carefully opens the 
right side door to be certain the load is stable. 
  

-Steven Crain Photos 
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ñZero pre-
ventable acci-
dents in 
June...thank you 
drivers and eve-
ryone involved 
for making it 
happen,ò said 
Randy Bailey 
when present-
ing his Acci-
dent Frequen-
cy Report 
(AFR). 

There were no preventable 
accident in June as drivers 
logged some 1.9 million miles. 
That brings down the year-to-
date AFR to 1.34 after six 
months of 2025. 

ñThis is the type of month we 
are all working towards,ò Bailey 
said. ñItôs more proof that zero 
preventable accidents is definite-

ly possible.ò 

Company Drivers travelled 
1.3 million miles during June with 
no preventables while Owner-
Operators logged 588,000 miles 
without a preventable accident.  

Owners have had a stellar six 
months with no preventables in 
3.6 million miles.  All 15 prevent-
ables have been charged to driv-
ers of company trucks which 
have travelled 7.6 million miles. 

There were three non-
preventable accidents reported 
during the month which generally 
involve others hitting PCA/BCT 
equipment with no opportunity for 
our drivers to prevent the event. 

 

Managing Director Anthony 
Petrillo noted the great safety 
achievement. ñThank you for all 
the work and effort foing into 
this,ò he said. ñItôs a great month 
to build on.ò 

Welcome to new and 

returning drivers who 

have joined the ranks of 

BCT, Inc. and Boise 

Trucking Operations 

during the past month.  
 

Andrew  Courtas of 
Miamisburg, Ohio June 9 as 
a new Company Driver for 
Fairfield. 

 
Joshua Ping of 

Maineville, Ohio June 9 as a 
new Company Driver for 
Fairfield. 

 
James Thibodeaux of 

Youngsville, Indiana as a 
returning Owner-Operator 
out of Jackson. 

 
Yulunda Hicks of Grand 

Prairie, Texas June 11 
moving from Company 
Driver to Owner-Operator 
out of DeRidder. 

 
Kolton Pratka of Waco, 

Texas June 24 as a new 
Company Driver for Waco. 

Mark Carroll of Waco, 
Texas June 30 as a new 
Staffmark Driver for Waco. 

 
Jarvis Bynum of 

Donyers, Georgia June 30 
as a new Jackson Driver for 
Owner Paul Ellison. 

 

Earn extra cash!  
Check out 
our 

Driver-to-
Driver bonus 

program for current 
drivers who help us 
connect with future 
drivers. Page 9. 

If youôre an Owner-
Operator who knows a 
driver who would be a 

good ófitô for BCT ... 

Call 1-800-544-

5989, Opt. 5. 

Randy Bailey 
Driver Services  
and  Safety 

AFR improves slightly...much better than 2025  

ACCIDENT 
FREQUENCY 

 

2025  6-Month AFR    

             Preventable*  AFR** 

January 3 1.60 

February 2 1.14 

March  1 0.54 

April  6 3.15 

May  3 1.56 

June  0 0.00   

Totals  15 1.34  

 

*Any accident in which our 
driver failed by defensive driving 
to do everything reasonable to 
prevent the accident. 

** The number of preventable 
wrecks per million miles of travel. 
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ing the process a part of their 

safety routine. ñWhen weôre ob-

serving one-another and offering 

safety reminders, we help ensure 

everyone goes home safely at 

the end of the day,ò Bailey said. 

The following is the process 

prescribed for PCA/BCT drivers 

regarding the use of door safety 

straps: 

1. Hook straps to both the left 
and right side doors. 

2. Stand behind the left side 
trailer door and feel the right 
side door for pressure from 
fallen cargo. 

3. If there is no pressure, open 
the right side door with safety 
strap still attached enough to 
peer inside for signs of fallen 
cargo. If cargo has shifted, try 
to close the door and lock it.  
Then ask for assistance.  If 
cargo falls, get away quickly. 
Do not attempt to catch falling 
cargo. 

4. If cargo is secure, remove the 
safety strap and open the 
right side door completly, se-
curing it to the side of the 
trailer. 

5. Visually inspect behind the 
left-side trailer door. Do not 
open the door if fallen cargo 
is pressing against the door. 

6. If cargo is secure, open the 
door and secure it to the trail-
er. 

Bailey said that waste loads and 

cartons are the most likely to shift 

based on PCA/BCT experience.  

ñBut any other cargo can shift 

and create a danger to the driver 

opening trailer doors,ò he said. 

ñWith straps provided to all driv-

ers, there will be no tolerance for 

failing to use safety straps.ò 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

Safety straps required by PCA/BCT for use when opening trailer doors 
prevent potential injury from falling loads that have shifted during 
transit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Get Out 

and Look)  
Itôs impossible 
to have a good 
reason for hitting 
a parked vehicle 
or a fixed object 
while backing! 

Safety straps  

prevent injury  
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Micah Fate is the Driver of 
the Month.  Micah works at the 
Grandville facility and was work-
ing for FAB Express before PCA 
hired him during the transition in 
2022.  

Micah began his driving ca-
reer in 2020 after getting his CDL 
from West Michigan CDL.  He 
previously served and retired 
from the Army (Chief Warrant 
Officer-CW2) after 21 years of 
active duty.  Once retired from 
the Army, Micah worked for 
Northrop Grumman and was an 
ROTC instructor but was laid off 
at the start of the pandem-
ic.  Micah kind of fell into driving 
because of the pandemic and 
needed a job so he thought why 
not get his CDL and start driv-
ing.  He has been doing so ever 
since.  

Micah is married to his wife 
Marah and has 4 children (Grant-
28, Austin-26, Sydney-22, Alexa-
22) and 1 grandchild 
(Benjamin).  He likes to spend 
most of his free time with them as 
well as several hobbies.  Micah 
loves to be outdoors and enjoys 
camping, boating, fishing, riding 
his side-by-side, etc.   

Iôve known and worked with 
Micah since the fall of 2022 when 
the PCA/FAB transition took 
place.  I remember my first im-
pression of Micah was one of en-
couragement.  If I hadnôt known 
any better, I would have thought 
Micah had been driving his entire 
working life.  It could have been 
his demeanor, quiet confidence, 
or just how he carried him-
self.  He just seemed to be a sea-
soned driver with lots of experi-
ence.   

I knew coming in that many of 
the drivers didnôt have a lot of 
experience but never would have 

guessed that about Micah.  From 
the very start he did a great 
job.  There was a fair amount of 
transition during the first year es-
pecially, and Micah was never an 
issue.  He has always maintained 
a great attitude and is a safe and 
efficient driver.  When I asked 
Mark and Jim (Lead Drivers) 
about Micah, they said he is one 
of the drivers who ñNEVERò com-
plains about runs.  He is ñalways 
willing to work Saturdays when 
we get in a pinch, helps us spot 
trailers, does whatever is need-
ed.  Micah never calls in sick, 
and always willing to help other 
drivers when they canôt figure out 
what they need to do at customer 
locations.ò   

Micah has done a great job 
for the Grandville plant.  He is 
one that stays out of the limelight 
and just gets the job done. The 

former and current shipping su-
pervisors, Matt and Joel, both 
had similar impressions of Mi-
cah:  ñHe gets in and gets out,ò 
ñdoesnôt lollygag,ò ñhas a can-do 
attitude, always in a good 
mood.ò  

I believe Micah has been an 
excellent addition to PCA.  He 
sets a very good example for 
both the current and new drivers 
as they come in.  

Micah is one of those drivers 
who is often forgotten because 
he just comes in and does what 
he is supposed to do, safely and 
efficiently.  I canôt say enough 
how much he is appreciated by 
me and everybody else that 
works with him.  Thank you Mi-
cah! 

-Jaime Schmidbauer 
Area Operations Mgr. 

BCT/PCA 

Micah Fate takes up driving after career in the Army  
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Bruce Yi of Canadian Na-
tional Railway was in our office 
recently and shared their 
recognition of National ENS 
Day June 24, 2025, sponsored 
by Operation Lifesaver.  
MD&W General Manager Kris-
ten Wold and MD&W Yard-
master Dave Grasham are 
both certified Operation Life-
saver trainers. 
 ENS is short for Emergen-

cy Notification System and is 
marked at every public rail 
crossing by a blue and white 
sign signifying the emergency 
contact information for the par-
ticular railroad that owns the 
track.  It also gives specific 
track crossing naming protocol.  
The idea is that if situations 

arise on the track that the rail-
road should be notified as quickly 

as possible so they can stop traf-
fic that may be approaching the 
crossing.  This could save 
lives.  Bruce wanted us to be 

aware but also discuss this 
with our families to create 
greater awareness.  Of course, 
we naturally thought of BCT 
Express to promote awareness 
with our commercial drivers as 
well. 

-Ross Corthell, Vice President 
 
For the past several years, 
Dave has been using his train-
ing and expertise to meet with 
local teenagers to discuss rail 
safety during their driverôs 
training course.  He performs 
Operation Lifesaver training in 
both the International Falls and 
Littlefork, MN communities. 
I have also attended local 
bike rodeos to help promote 
bike safety when crossing 
railroad tracks.  The local bike 
path in International Falls 
crosses the MD&W railroad 

tracks, so educating young riders 
in the area is important.  

-Kristen Wold,  
MD&W General Mgr.  

Kristen Wold (MD&W), Bruce Yi (CN), Ross 
Corthell, Dina Calabro (PCA Transportation 
Director) 

Operation Lifesaver promotes awareness of ENS  

Blue signs at cross-

ings provide info that 

could save lives  

Ohio operations continue to grow at record pace! Between our two plants Middletown and Fairfield we will 
now be at a combined 15 drivers!  
I would like to welcome to our team in Fairfield, Josh Ping,  and Andrew Courlas. We are very grateful to 
have them as part of our team in Fairfield.  

-Shane Nordoff 
Area Operations Mgr. 



Trucking 
 Page 6 

PCA Fairfield broke ground on a new project in June that 
expands our trailer parking lot and will add two docks to ac-
commodate sheet deliveries. This expansion will create an 
additional twenty trailer spots and will certainly clear up 
what has been a very tight yard. This is projected to be 
completed by the end of July. (Inset shows the ñbeforeò  
look of the property). 

-Shane Nordoff 
Area Operations Mgr. 

Fairfield project expands trailer parking  
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Check engine com-
partment, suspension, 
lights and brakes 

Check fuel ar-
ea, rear axle, sus-
pension brakes  

Check front of trailer, sides, axles, 
suspension brakes and lights 

Inside cab 
inspection in-
cluding paper-
work. 

Trailer cou-
ple, electrical 
and air connec-
tion.  

Check service brakes, parking brakes, check all 
wheels and all lights. 

Simplified checklist for reminder only. 

An incident recently resulted 
in scrapes and bruises for a PCA 
driver as he was exiting his trac-
tor, according to Randy Bailey, 
Manager of Driver Services and 
Safety. 

The photo (right) shows the 
steps mounted on the battery box 
failed as the driver was using 
them.  The tractor was a Mack. 

Bailey said there are proba-
bly other truck models with simi-
lar step systems. ñPlease make it 
a point to inspect not only the 
Mack tractors, but all trucks to 
make sure there is no metal fa-
tigue, rust or something else that 
could compromise safe use while 
entering or exiting trucks,ò Bailey 
said. 

Steps mounted on  

battery box failed  

causing injury to  

Company Driver  
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Itõs the season é use extra caution in work zones 
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Winter brings tough  

road conditions.  

Most accidents can be 

avoided if you slow down 

and increase following  

distance.  

Fred 
McCoy 

Tony Hum-
burg 

Eric Jenkins 

 

ñFinding 
good Owner-
Operators is 
important to 
BCT.  We 
feel our own 
drivers are 
the best source of new 
people who meet our 
safety and service 
standards.ò 

If youôre an Owner-Operator 

Recommend a new 
Owner-Operator to 
BCT and earn cash! 

-Pat Robinson 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjD9qboqvzkAhUTOn0KHaO-AAoQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPointing-Finger-Urgent-Cartoon-Sticker%2Fdp%2FB07NDS86LV&psig=AOvVaw06s_RzwMRawzlgfJpB-Hzf&ust=157006193
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Transportation officers, executives and managers of PCA honored 
the 32-plus years of service from Transportation Vice-President 
Ross Corthell during June events in Lake Forest. Corthell retired 
the first week of July after holding a variety of positions since his 
first position as a transportation analyst. 
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Be aware of seasonal changes 


