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Smith System safety training in Boise last month with Ramon Zamaora, Milwaukie; Russell Kruse, Burlington; 
Steve Eskesen, Smith System Trainer; Jimbo Matthis, DeRidder Shop Foreman; Jerry Ames, Boise Heavy 
Haul; Shane Harris, Boise Heavy Haul; and Benito Longoria of Wallula. 

Drivers at two PCA locations 
received training last month that 
will expand the safety toolbox to 
help reduce accidents, according 
to Randy Bailey, Manager of 
Driver Services and Safety. 
Boise and Columbus were 

the locations where a total of 12 
drivers received a week of train-
ing to be certified in the Smith 
System driver safety program.  
Six drivers meeting in Boise were 
Ramon Zamaora, Milwaukie; 
Russell Kruse, Burlington; Jimbo 
Matthis, DeRidder Shop Fore-

man; Jerry Ames, Boise Heavy 
Haul; Shane Harris, Boise Heavy 
Haul; and Benito Longoria of 
Wallula.  

 Meeting in Columbus were 
Robert Williams, Newark; Alton 
Montgomery, Waco; Scott 
Liveslsburger, Middletown; Aus-
tin Rawn, Grand Rapids; Carl 
Davis, DeRidder; and Marc Pass-
more, Columbus. 

Bailey said the groups each 
went through classroom instruc-
tion and driving sessions with 

Smith System trainers. In the 
classroom, they studied the 
Smith5Keys presented as essen-
tial principles for safe driving. 
Those are Aim High in Steering, 
Get the Big Picture, Keep Your 
Eyes Moving, Leave Yourself an 
Out and Make Sure They See 
You. 

Bailey explained that the 
Smith5Key training is a behavior-
based system designed to help 
drivers see, think, and react more 
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PCA/BCT adopts ôbehavior-basedõ safe driving program 
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Drivers 
have com-
pleted three 
consecutive 
months with 
two prevent-
able acci-
dents or 
less accord-
ing to the 
AFR 
(Accident 
Frequency 
Report) is-
sued by Randy Bailey, Manager 
of Driver Services and Safety. 

The single preventable in-
volved a company Driver who hit 
a low overpass. That created an 
AFR of 0.53 preventable acci-
dents per million miles.  All driv-
ers logged 1.86 million miles in 
August. 

More good news on the driv-
ing safety front is that Owner-

Operators have now travelled 4.8 
million million in 2025 with zero 
preventable accidents.  

Company Drivers have 
logged more than twice as many 
miles, 10.2 million, but have 
been credited with 18 preventa-
bles. 

Drivers are very close to 

reaching the yearôs safety goal of 
an AFR at or below 1.0 preventa-
ble accidents per million miles.  
The 8-month AFR stands at 1.20. 

ñI want to thank drivers for 
their safety focus both on the 
highway and around terminals,: 
Bailey said. 

 

Welcome to new 

and returning drivers 

who have joined the 

ranks of BCT, Inc. and 

Boise Trucking 

Operations during the 

past month.  
 

 

Locksha Cooper of 
Hubbard, Texas August 12 
as a new Staffmark Driver 
for Waco. 

Tyrone Johnson of 
Mexia, Texas August 15 as 
a new Company Driver for 
Waco. 

Brandon Reynolds of 
Seymour, Indiana August 
15 as a new Company 
Driver for Columbus. 

Amber Asbury of 
Hamilton, Ohio August 18 
as a new Company Driver 
for Middletown.   

Eric Chastain of North 
Vernon, Indiana August 18 
as a new Company Driver 
for Columbus. 

Amando Zavala of 
Pasco, Washington August 
19 as a new Company 
Driver for Richland. 

Jose Felix of Grand 
Rapids  August 25 as a new 
Company Driver for Grand 
Rapids. 

Andes Loya of Pasco, 
Washington August 28 as a 
new Company Spotter for 
Wallula. 

 

 

Earn 

extra 
cash!  

Check out our 

Driver-to-Driver 
bonus program for 
current drivers who 
help us connect with 
future drivers. Page 9. 

If youôre an Owner-
Operator who knows a 
driver who would be a 

good ófitô for BCT ... 

Call 1-800-544-

5989, Opt. 5. 
 

Randy Bailey 
Driver Services  
and  Safety 

Good months lowers yearõs accident rate 

ACCIDENT 
FREQUENCY 

 

2025  8-Month AFR    

             Preventable*  AFR** 

January 3 1.60 

February 2 1.14 

March  1 0.54 

April  6 3.15 

May  3 1.56 

June  0 0.00 

July  2 1.02  

August  1 0.53 

Totals  18 1.20    

 

*Any accident in which our 
driver failed by defensive driving 
to do everything reasonable to 
prevent the accident. 

** The number of preventable 
wrecks per million miles of travel. 
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effectively behind the wheel. ñBy 
focusing on space, visibility, and 
awareness, the 5Keys empower 
drivers to proactively prevent 
crashes, reduce stress, and build 
safer driving behaviors that last a 
lifetime,ò Bailey said. 

The driving portion gave each 
participant a chance to drive with 
the other five riding in the van the 
responsibility of critiquing as a 
sort of ñprocess improvementò 
exercise, Bailey said. Each driver 
student also learned to share in-
formation to other drivers using a 
slide program prepared by Smith 
System. 

Bailey said that initially, the 
12 trainers will likely share the 
Smith5Keys as part of 
ñonboardingò new drivers.  But he 
also sees them helping with re-
medial training of drivers who 
have been involved in preventa-
ble accidents.  He said that over 
time, all drivers may be pulled off 
the road for a day to learn the 
program.  

ñWe expect fewer collisions 
and improved driver performance 
as a result of this training,ò Bailey 
said.  

And the company claims 
Smith5Keys translate into fewer 
collisions, reduced liability, and 
improved driver performance 
across the board. By standardiz-

ing safe driving behaviors 
throughout the workforce, organi-
zations gain measurable cost 
savings, stronger compliance, 
and a culture of safety that pro-
tects both people and business 
outcomes. 

The 5 Keys Explained  
 

1. Aim High in Steering: 

Look 15 seconds down the road 
to anticipate changes and haz-
ards, rather than just the imme-
diate area in front of your car.  

2. Get the Big Picture: 

Constantly scan your mirrors 
and surroundings to maintain a 
comprehensive awareness of 
everything around your vehicle.  

3. Keep Your Eyes Moving: 

Actively scan the road, but avoid 
staring at any one thing for too 
long, which can lead to a trance-
like state and reduce peripheral 
vision.  

4. Leave Yourself an Out: 

Maintain space around your ve-
hicle, ensuring you're not too 
close to others and have an es-
cape route available in case of 
an emergency.  

5. Make Sure They See You: 

Use your vehicle's warning de-
vices to get the attention of other 
drivers and ensure they are 
aware of your presence and in-
tentions.  
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Smith training in Columbus included Robert Williams, Newark; Alton 
Montgomery, Waco; Scott Liveslsburger, Middletown; Austin Rawn, 
Grand Rapids; Carl Davis, DeRidder; and Marc Passmore, Columbus. 

System helps reduce  

accidents by improving  

safe driving behaviors  
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We are happy to announce 
Vancouverôs Driver of the Month 
for September is Amalio Gomora. 

Amalio was chosen for his 
dedication to safety, his positive 
attitude and his willingness to do 
whatever it takes to get the loads 
delivered. 

He was born and raised in 
Mexico City until the age of 15. 
Amalio started his career 24 
years ago after he graduated 
from Western Truck driving 
School in Portland, OR. 

Amalio came to PCA as a 
dedicated driver out of our Salem 
plant four and a half years ago. 
His favorite part of driving truck is 
the different challenges of the 
day, traffic, weather and going 
home accident free. Amalio says 
that getting enough sleep, paying 
attention and staying focused is 
what makes him successful and 
able to avoid accidents. 

When Amalio is not working, 
he and his wife, Iris, enjoy danc-
ing, going to the casinos and 
spending time at our beautiful 
beaches. 

Together, Amalio and Iris 
have five children- Selena and 
Kevin (29), Chelsey (25), Erica 
(24) and Kaylee (19) and 3 
grandchildren-Sophia (9), Mia (8) 
and Julian (1). 

Amalio says that if he didnôt 
drive truck, he 

would have been a police officer. 

We are grateful to have Ama-
lio as a positive member of our 
team and we appreciate every-
thing you do for PCA!  

-Jenny Walker 

Vancouver Load Planner 

Amalio and Iris Gomora above with some of their 
family pictured in photo at right. 

Amalio Gomora has 24 years of driving experience. 

 Vancouverõs Gomora named Driver of the Month 
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The ñPothole Crewò of Cody Morris, Bruce 
Ehrgott, and Doyle Lowe with Terminal 
Manager  Rob RoopΦ 

Drivers in Columbus helped eliminate a 
problem by filling pot holes in the yard. A 
few bags of asphalt,  hand tools and a 
willing crew solved the problem accord-
ing to Terminal Manager Rob Roop. 
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 Get off to a good start!  
 

Complete a thorough pre-trip inspection of your vehicle to 

avoid costly delays on the road and prevent minor mechani-

cal problems from becoming safety hazards. 

Wallula company chip driver Chris Bennett celebrated his 20-year 
anniversary with PCA on Aug-18-2025. Thanks, Chris for all your hard 
work and being part of our team. 

-Robb Stevenson 
Wallula Terminal Mgr. 

Thanks to Fleet Manager 
Brent Martell for all his hard work 
cleaning up the Boise terminal 
this summer. 

Brent showed up with his 
mower, trimmers and blower and 
spent several hours sweating it 
out. Also thanks to the Boise driv-
ers for maintaining the office out 
there. 

-Mike Hayes 
General Manager 

Fleet Manager  

spruces up around  

Boise Terminal  
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Paulo Ramirez will finish a 33
-year driving career when he 
turns in his keys next month. The 
last 20 years he has been haul-
ing out of DeRidder for PCA and 
itôs predecessors. 

ñThe people have been 
good,ò Ramirez said of the peo-
ple he has worked with over the 
years. ñEverybody is like a family. 

The October timing is linked 
to his physical.  It would be due 
about then so he wonôt be taking 
another DOT physical exam.  
And itôs time to take care of him-
self and work to repair some of 
the abuse his body has taken 
over the years. 

His ten-year Army career in-
volved demanding physical activi-

ty that took itôs toll.  As a member 
of the Second Ranger Battalion, 
he completed 87 jumps as a par-
atrooper.  He was among those 
who jumped into places like Su-
dan, Honduras, Egypt and other 
countries. Landing with weapons, 
a full pack and other equipment 
wasnôt always easy and eventual-
ly caused damage to his back, 
knees and more.  He was later 
deemed 100 percent disabled. 

Ramirez gained an interest in 
driving after riding with an uncle 
in a cement truck. After separa-
tion from the Army, he attended a 
driving school in Federal Way, 
Washington.  That led to several 
driving experiences until moving 
to the DeRidder area and singing 

on as a company driver. 

He gives his  military training 
credit for his approach to driving.  
That led to earning a Million Mile 
Award in 2012. Eleven years lat-
er, in 2021, he backed that up by 
reaching the very elite level of 
Two Million miles without a pre-
ventable accident.  

ñPaulo is always willing to talk 
with and train new drivers in the 
nuances that can be associated 
with the freight that we move,ò 
said Steven Crain when Ramirez 
was named Driver of the Month a 
couple of years ago.  ñHe says 
attention to detail is the most im-
portant aspect of the job, and 
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From Army Ranger to trucking  to retirement  

Two Million Mile safe driver Ramirez will be missed  

DeRidderôs Paulo Ramirez looks forward to retiring next month. 
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Doug Grewe is Manager of 
Transportation ï Corrugated Mills 
for PCA, was recently honored 
for 15 years of service to the 
company.   

while you canôt control what 
goes on around you, you can 
control what goes on with the 
wheel in your hand.ò  

Most of his recent driving 
has involved hauling out of the 
DeRidder mill to Waco with 
trips to Houston for scrap.  But 
as he gets a little older, some of 
the work is a little more difficult.  

 His wife Paula ñis ecstaticò  
about Pauloôs retirement. 
ñWeôre got it all planned out,ò 
he said. They have been mar-
ried seven years and have 18 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren in their blended 
family. 

Thereôs projects to work on 

around his Ĳ acre property and 
some traveling on the schedule. 
And heôs hoping retirement will 
lead to a better quality of life. 

Heôs looking forward to some 
physical therapy, massage ther-
apy and some walking. 

Ramerez is planning on 
spending much of his free time 
with his two-year old great-
grandson. Heôll have more time 
to ñsee him growò than he did 
with grandchildren.  And there a 
new great-granddaughter heôs 
excited to visit in Kentucky. 

Load Planner Cory Collins 
said is simply: ñItôs been a pleas-
ure working with you.ò 

ñPaulo was always willing to 
go wherever we needed him,ò 
Collins said. ñHe has always 
kept safety as priority number 
one.  Heôs been a great asset to 
PCA and we will hate to see him 
go.ò 

ñPaulo...you have earned this 
retirement é go and enjoy your-
self,ò Collins said. 
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Keric Donahue, Waco Container Spotter, recently became one of the 
first PCA drivers to be honored for more than ten years of service with 
no preventable accidents.  Heôs shown here with Waco Terminal Man-
ageer Stephanie Proctor who presented him with a plaque and a Yeti 
cooler to celebrate his achievement.  

Paulo retires  

Load Planner Cory Collins with Paulo 
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M ost I mportant Stop  

We are excited to announce the successful completion of the PCA Fairfield yard expansion project, a 
major improvement that has added 20+ new trailer parking spots to our facility. The expansion provides 
much needed space for staging, storage, and movement of trailers. This will help us operate with greater 
flexibility and responsiveness to customer demand. By increasing available parking capacity our team can 
more effectively manage inbound and outboard traffic, reduce congestion, and most importantly improve 
overall yard safety. 

-Shane Nordoff 
Area Operations Manager 

For Load Planner Mike  Hage, 
working safely on the job and at 
home makes it possible for enjoy-
ing the important things of 
life...like a recent family trip to 
Yellowstone National Park. 


